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COVID-19 policies raise concerns, campus opinion split
Sophia Schultz
Staff Writer

__________________________

On a Sunday evening, Maggie,
which is a pseudonym, tested positive for COVID-19. She had bought
a rapid test when she started feeling sick, and when it came back
positive, she didn’t know what to
do. Wellness Services is not open
on the weekends.
Maggie emailed Wellness Services that evening to ask what she
should do next. She received an
automated email saying that the
Wellness Center was closed, and
they would get back to her the next
day, Monday.
“COVID does not wait 48
hours,” Maggie said. “If you contract COVID and you know that
you have it during the weekend,
what are you supposed to do? You
can’t ensure the safety of other people without being in [isolation].”
By 10 a.m. on Monday, Maggie had not heard back from Wellness Services, so she called them.
The staff member she spoke to first
asked for her close-contact list and
then told her that they would send
her an email with instructions on
where to go and what would happen.
Maggie expected a prompt
email within the next hour—it
didn’t arrive in her inbox for another three hours.
But Maggie is not alone in
her experience. Questions about
Lawrence’s COVID-19 policies
have been prominent on campus
since the rise of omicron, and the
campus is divided, as indicated by
a recent Lawrentian survey which
received 127 responses from students.
While 40.5% of students said
they either strongly or somewhat
agreed that the administration
has made good decisions in their
handling of COVID-19, 46.8% disagreed.
Some common concerns in
the survey responses relate to Wellness Services’ hours and communication, students feeling unsafe
and/or unsupported, LPPT policies
being unclear and/or confusing,
COVID-19 violation reports, inperson dining, the return to fully
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in-person classes and the testing
system. However, on the other end
of the spectrum, some students
shared their discontentment with
the mask and vaccination requirements and the delayed return to
campus.
Of paramount concern to
many students was unclear communication from LPPT regarding

quarantine and isolation policies.
Molly, which is also a pseudonym, had to delay moving back
to campus when her father tested
positive for COVID-19 on Saturday,
Jan. 8, the day before move-in.
She sent an email to Wellness
Services and the dean of students
that day but did not hear back.
On Monday, Jan. 10, the day after
move-in day, Molly was finally able
to get in contact with Wellness Services via phone call.
“Wellness Services was closed
the weekend this all happened,
which is probably what made the
problem so much worse,” Molly
said. “I get it, you shouldn’t have
to work all the time, but it seems
sort of silly that you didn’t have a
set-up person to handle this sort of
stuff. You can’t be sitting here making rules and guidelines and procedures for COVID and returning to
campus and not consider the possibility that people will get COVID or
be exposed to COVID before they
come back.”
Wellness Services does their
best to respond to individual students’ requests and questions as
quickly as possible, working with
colleagues in student life and LPPT
to respond as needed, LPPT member Megan Scott said. If a student
contacts Wellness Services via
telephone or email, they receive an
email and/or a voice message referring them to the COVID-19 website
and are also provided with general
recommendations on coping with
COVID-19 symptoms, Scott said.
However, Molly’s story mimics that of some students who have
been exposed while on campus.
One of CA Tucker Hall’s residents received a positive test result
in the early hours of a Saturday
morning. She had contacted Wellness Services before speaking to
Hall and received a response saying to wait until Monday morning,
Hall said.
“She’s living in congregate living, so she’s using the same bathroom, hallways, entryways as everybody else,” Hall said. “The fact
that somebody who was known
COVID-positive was going to have
to live in the building with people
that were therefore at risk for 48

resident later that night, informing
him that Wellness Services had decided not to isolate her.
Their justification, Hall said,
was that because she had felt sick
for a couple days before she got her
positive result, they counted it as
day five of isolation, and therefore,
they did not think that she had to
be isolated.
“I’m not an epidemiologist,
so maybe that’s a sound decision,”
Hall said. “But her viral load was so
high a couple days before that day
that she was able to test positive.
That would appear to me that she
can still transmit COVID, so I was
really upset about that.”
LPPT shared in an email
that Wellness Services is not set
up to be an urgent care or emergency care facility that is open 24
hours a day. As a result, Scott said,
LPPT closely collaborates with local health care agencies to provide
urgent and emergent services for
students. LPPT also recently established a process for Campus
Safety to deliver rapid antigen tests
to symptomatic LU students after
business hours, Scott said. If students need emergency assistance,
they are advised to call 911, contact
Nurse Direct, contact the 24/7 LU
Counseling Line or contact Campus Safety, Scott said.
“If you have a positive test,
that’s our priority,” Assistant Dean
of Wellness Services Erin Buenzli
said. “But there are a lot of positive
tests, and we’re getting through
them as quickly as we possibly
can.”
Hall shared that if he were to
propose one policy, it would be to
have somebody from Wellness Services on call 24/7.
Even if Wellness Services
can’t get somebody in a hotel or
Airbnb immediately, Hall said,
they should speak to the student
and lay out a plan.
“People want to do the right
thing, but they can’t, and they’re
being impeded by Wellness Services and by the administration’s
response,” Hall said.
However, in contrast to the
previous stories, various students
shared positive experiences regarding communication from the

hours, that was not acceptable to
me.”
Hall reached out to his residence hall director, who then spoke
with someone at the administrative
level, Hall said. Later that day, she
informed him that Wellness Services would speak to his resident on
the phone to sort out the situation.
Hall received a text from his

LPPT and isolation policies.
Junior Adya Kadambari,
who went into quarantine at the
La Quinta Hotel, shared that her
experience reflected an organized
sense of planning and foresight on
the university’s part.
Kadambari’s friend, who she
had been in close contact with,
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(ABOVE) During weekly surveillance testing, students, faculty and staff self-administer their
COVID-19 tests in one of several testing booths set up in the Wellness Center’s gymnasium.
Photo by Jamie Dong.

(MIDDLE) Junior Kayci King waits to receive her COVID-19 test from sophomore Marelis Alvarez.
Photo by Adam Fleischer.

(TOP) Tests are placed in a plastic biohazard bag after the sample is collected.
Photo by Jamie Dong.

Do you have questions about any new developments on
campus? Should the Lawrentian be covering any event?

Let us know!
Send any tips to TheLawrentianNews@gmail.com.

See page 2
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Winter Carnival adapts to COVID-19
Shirley Xu
Staff Writer

______________________

Lawrence’s
annual
Winter Carnival started on
Monday, Jan. 31, and will
conclude on Saturday, Feb. 5,
with an indoor karaoke night
in the Mead Witter Room of
the Warch Campus Center.
This event is led and organized by the Student Organization for University Programming (SOUP).
Winter
Carnival
is
SOUP’s major event in Winter Term, according to senior
Sabrina Salas, co-president
of SOUP, and it consists of
winter-themed events for a
week. Junior Taeen Jidaan,
co-president of SOUP, said
Winter Carnival is “to celebrate cold without talking
about it negatively.”
COVID-19 has led to
changes in this year’s Winter
Carnival, including the postponing of the President’s Ball
to Spring Term. The President’s Ball is an annual event
in which students dress up,
dance to a live band and take

photos with friends. It is traditionally the final event of
Winter Carnival.
Salas said that COVID-19 brought many restrictions that led to postponing
the President’s Ball, particularly the capacity limit of 50
people in the Somerset Room
and a restriction on bringing
a live band to campus. Salas
added that President’s Ball
attracted 1000-1200 students
in pre-COVID-19 years, and
the hope is to see the President’s Ball on that scale again
in the spring.
The planning process for
Winter Carnival has been hectic, according to Salas, since
they were not sure which
events would be allowed under the changing COVID-19
protocols. Before the recent
change of Lawrence’s operational status to yellow light,
university-sponsored
trips
were not allowed, so SOUP
had to cancel a skiing trip.
The week of the carnival, COVID-19 also led to the cancellation of a crocheting event.

The amount of uncertainty
led to the idea of potentially
cancelling Winter Carnival,
according to Salas.
After SOUP decided to
host Winter Carnival, events
were planned and finalized
last-minute. Members of
SOUP, President of LUCC
Kelsi Bryant and Brittany
Bell, the Associate Dean for
Diversity, Engagement and
Student Leadership, participated in finalizing the details
for the week, according to Jidaan.
The events which were
able to move forward were
a gingerbread house–making competition, a Phineas
and Ferb S’winter festival
event and grocery bag bingo
(a team bingo game in which
prizes are bags of snacks)
from Monday to Thursday.
There will also be a “U
Stuff It” event (making stuffed
animals) in Mead Witter on
Friday, Feb. 4, from 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m., as well as a showing of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “Cinderella” film in the

cinema at 8 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Broomball (a hockey game
played with broom sticks and
plastic broomballs) on Ormsby Lake will be on Saturday,
Feb. 5, from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.,
and a karaoke night in Mead
Witter will be from 7 p.m. to
9 p.m.
While the gingerbread
house–making competition,
grocery bag bingo and broomball are all traditional Winter Carnival events, SOUP
wanted to incorporate a few
new events into the annual
carnival. It was Salas’s idea
to incorporate a “Phineas and
Ferb”-inspired S’winter party
theme into Winter Carnival.
According to Salas,
characters from the S’winter
episode use a snow machine
to create winter during summer. She thought it could be
a fun twist to instead bring
summer into the wintertime.
SOUP decorated Ormsby
Lake with summer and beach
decorations and students received free sunglasses and
flip flops on Wednesday.

LUDWiG to host Feb. 8 film screening
Kat Girod
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence University Disability Working Group
(LUDWiG) will be screening
the documentary film “Crip
Camp” on Tuesday, Feb. 8, at
7 p.m. in Warch Cinema. The
screening will be followed by
a virtual discussion segment
in which facilitators from the
organization guide the audience through questions related to how the film resonated
and how it could translate
into the present moment with
one’s identity and advocacy
work, according to Chair of
LUDWiG Alex Chand.
The in-person screening of “Crip Camp” will be in
accordance with the Warch
Cinema’s COVID-19 capacity policies. Virtual viewing
options include viewing the
documentary on YouTube,
using the link on LUDWiG’s
discord channel or RSVPing
to get emailed a link from the
organization.
Through Anneliese Demar ‘03, LUDWiG has also
arranged an upcoming Q &
A in March with Judy Heumann, the subject of the
documentary and a lifelong

advocate for those with disabilities. Demar discovered
LUDWiG through a social
media post promoting their
first screening of “Crip Camp”
in 2020, when the organization was initially formed. After contacting Chand, Demar
aided in establishing a connection between LUDWiG
and Heumann.
“The remarkable efforts led by pioneering civil
rights leader Judy Heumann
to advance accessibility and
anti-discrimination laws for
Americans with disabilities
foster open dialogue and inspire action,” Demar stated in
an email interview.
The documentary film is
set in the 1970s and revolves
around a summer camp for
teenagers with disabilities
called Camp Jened. During
this time, when disability
rights activists were fighting
against discrimination and
alienation through the promotion of legal protections
that were not previously codified into law, a group of alumni from the camp advocated
for a change in legislature on
the federal and state level.

the Rehabilitation Act – one
that prohibits discrimination
on the basis of disability.
When discussing activities that coincided well with
the Q & A with Heumann in
March, Demar and Chand decided that another screening
of the documentary would be
appropriate.
LUDWiG also felt that
hosting the event was important for the message the film
communicates to the attendees. According to Chand, the
film’s inclusion of actual footage from the camp highlights
how the tightknit community
in Camp Jened translates into
the campers’ united and community approach to their advocacy work for the disability
rights movement.
On the event’s importance, Demar added that
the film’s amplification of a
marginalized community elevates awareness of the disability rights movement and
creates a sense of urgency for
nondisabled people to learn
more and do more to create
lasting and systemic change,
as the camp alumni in the
documentary did. Likewise,

the screening and discussion
enable Lawrence students to
learn about the history of the
disability rights movement,
particularly with Judy Heumann and her work, which is
often not included in the typical K-12 education.
As the film follows
young people integral to the
disability rights movement,
Chand finds this to be an inspiring viewing experience
for Lawrence students. The
camp alumni’s protests and
activism, such as the 504
sit-in of 1977, in which those
with disabilities occupied US
federal buildings to push for
the enactment of section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act, allowed for a shift in legislature
on the federal and state level.
“It’s empowering to
watch that as a young person with a disability,” Chand
said. “It’s cool to have that
visibility and see other young
people have done things before, so it’s not just a thing in
abstraction. It’s saying, ‘Hey,
Lawrence, you are young, but
your voice can be heard, you
can do things, you can stand
up, and there’s something

This advocacy effort led to the
formation of section 504 of

LUDWiG student representative Rose Williams hopes that

very powerful in that.”

COVID-19 policies raise concerns, cont.

tested positive on a Monday
after feeling sick and deciding
to take a rapid test. After the
friend provided a list of close
contacts, those individuals
received a list of instructions
from Wellness Services that
same day, Kadambari said, and
they were driven to the hotel by
Dean of Spiritual and Religious

Life Linda Morgan-Clement.
Upon arrival, Kadambari
was given a room key, masks,
hand sanitizer and aspirin and
salt in case she felt sick. She
also received a virtual card for
ordering food, which contained
$30 per day. Kadambari stayed
at the hotel for five days. While
there, she was asked to monitor

her symptoms and was given a
rapid test to take on the final
day.
“I didn’t really experience
much of a bureaucratic hold
up or any issues on that part,”
Kadambari said.
The Center for Spiritual &
Religious Life also reached out,
telling her that they were there

for her, and saying they were
there for her if she ever wanted
to talk about what she was going through, as being alone is
difficult.
Likewise, senior Juan Felipe Ayala said that safety must
be a priority, but he feels the
university has found a good
balance between keeping the

(ABOVE) A gingerbread house made by Kat McClain, Wren Chlystek and Izzy
Puelio.
Photo by Alana Melvin.
(TOP) Sophomores Emma Vasconez, Sydney Seeley and Gigi Wood build a
gingerbread house.
Photo by Alana Melvin.

COVID-19
ON CAMPUS

Weekly updates on the status of
COVID-19 at Lawrence

TOTAL
CASES

ACTIVE
CASES:

LU:
276

LU:
34

Appleton:
20,794

Appleton:
197

We are in:

YELLOW LIGHT
Moderate
Risk

Enhanced
Precautions

Masking required indoors, KN95
or double masking recommended;
weekly surveillance testing; keycard
access for building entry; in-person
co-curricular activities resume.
*data reported as of Feb. 2

community safe and allowing for continued education
without limits that may hinder the experience. Although
a university can move classes
online and encourage students
to stay home, Ayala said that
when that happens, he feels
that students miss out on a
lot of opportunities. Students

that have laboratory classes or
who are art or film students,
for example, need access to the
resources that are in-person at
school.
In response to concerns
from students, LPPT hosted a
Question & Answer session webinar on Jan. 26 for students
to ask questions and share
See page 10
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Luther Abel
Staff Writer

____________________________

When the dust had settled, and
the bruises from many a thrown elbow
had purpled, the Viking Women’s basketball team emerged fatigued but joyfully triumphant, with a 75-60 victory
over the Lake Forest College Foresters, an adversary who had long dominated the matchup — 14 consecutive
seasons, to be precise. It was a game
won in the paint and at the free-throw.
What made the win all the more impressive was just how much better
than their opponent the Vikings appeared throughout the game.
The game’s first minutes were
scoreless, with Lawrence and Lake
Forest trading jabs — to shamelessly
borrow a boxing term. Lawrence’s Kenya Earl eventually put the first points
on the board from the free-throw line,
a location which she would return to
often, ultimately going 10 for 14 from
the stripe.

Sean McLaughlin
Staff Writer

____________________________

So, the January window for
European clubs to make midseason
transfers is only about half over, but
there has been plenty of drama and
surprising moves both touted and
completed in the first two weeks or
so. This week, I’d like to take a look
back at some of the moves we’ve seen
thus far and what they could mean for
both player and club moving forward
into the back half of the 21-22 season.
Phillipe Countinho to Aston Villa (Loan)
We start off with a stonking
coup by Aston Villa, as they have
managed a six-month loan deal for
mega-star Phillipe Coutinho from
Barcelona. The Brazilian playmaker
has long been an outcast at the Camp
Nou, but this does not diminish the
feat Villa have pulled off. Coutinho
cost Barca 142 million pounds back
in 2018 and rightly so: he was among
the best creative midfielders in the

Antonio Gonzalez
Staff Writer

____________________________

The depths of the UFC rankings are rife with talent among many
weight classes. Many fighters may
slip through card to card for casual
fans who may not watch the undercard or preliminary fights before the
main events. Many of these fighters
will put on fights better than the main
event in many circumstances. I am
going to stick with fighters who do
not receive much media attention due
to star power such as Paddy Pimblett,
but rather fighters who may be overlooked yet put on spectacular fights.
This list is not exhaustive as there are
cases to be made with many fighters,
but for now I am just going to show
these fighters a bit more love. With
the many talent-packed cards coming
up this month and through to march,
it is the perfect time to keep an eye
out for these future title contenders
or just overall entertaining fighters.
First on the list is Rafael Fiziev,
an Azerbaijani muay Thai practitioner, who joined the UFC in 2019 and
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Lake Forest whittled in womens’ basketball
If readers have never watched
Kenya play, they do themselves a disservice. Inarguable MVP, Lawrence’s
record-holder for scoring, and the axis
of this Viking squad, Kenya weaponizes a fabulously smooth shooting motion that is a wonder to behold. When
she does occasionally miss, one can be
forgiven for taking offense at the basket for not being in the correct place.
Honored before the game for
her career accomplishments in a blue
and white uniform, Kenya played a
dominant game against a pair of formidable — some might say hulking
— Lake Forest centers. Queried postgame about winning in the paint, Earl
shared her mental preparation before
and during the contest to establish
proper positioning and leverage over
her adversaries. Despite Lake Forest’s concerted effort to box her out
from impacting the game, Earl apprehended 15 rebounds and tossed in 23
points.

From the initial jump ball to
the final whistle, the Viking Women
looked, collectively, more composed,
smooth, and cohesive than their opposites, despite constant adversity in the
form of a Lake Forest full-court press.
For those uninitiated in the mystical
lexicon of basketball, a full-court press
is a scheme that has a defending squad
attack the offense the entire length of
the court in an attempt to elicit turnovers from an offense’s frantic passes
and dribblers getting trapped in corners. An offense so-oppressed gets
no breathers and often withers under
such constant pressure.
To overcome the press demands
phenomenal teamwork with crisp, efficient passing that forces the defense
to run hither and yon — eventually
exhausting them. Lawrence’s guard,
Ashley Batac, was an integral part of
busting the floor open, with an enviable ability to dribble around defenders while scanning for teammates
down and across the court. While her

stat sheet was middling — 7-3-3 going
2 of 15 from the field — her qualitative
contribution to the Vikings’ pressdefeating movement was profound in
the contest.
Asked after the game about
their strategy to beat the press, Batac
shared that through aggression and
teamwork, the Vikings pushed the ball
upcourt at such speed that it forced
Lake Forest to foul Lawrence shooters
who made Lake Forest pay for their
hackery from the line — going 20 for
31 on the night. Indeed, Lawrence’s
ability to beat the press set up a double-digit lead in the second quarter, a
deficit from which Lake Forest never
recovered.
The Vikings’ starting five and the
bench kept a quality tempo that Lake
Forest could not match. G Delaney
Brooks possessed a hot hand from the
three-point arc, knocking home teardrop dimes that visibly deflated Lake
Forest momentum in crucial moments
and dished the rock to teammates for

A wrap-up of the January transfer window

world at that time. But it never quite
worked for him in Barcelona, where
he had to play second fiddle to Lionel
Messi for three years and, as such,
never justified his transfer fee. In four
seasons, he managed only 17 goals for
the Blaugrana as he lost confidence
and form. But he has been given a
lifeline by Villa, who has ambitions
of pushing for European qualification. The most likely pulling force is
manager Steven Gerrard, a legend
with whom Coutinho played several
seasons in his younger years at Liverpool. He grew into the superstar
he is under the tutelage of Reds’ legend Stevie G, so, perhaps, the chance
to reunite with his old mate is what
brought him to the Midlands. Regardless, I think fans in general are
excited to see if Coutinho can rediscover the old magic that lit up
the Premier League for years in the
2010s. A good move for both parties.

shown by the fact that they also
managed to bring in one of the best
left backs in the Premier League for
a relatively cheap fee. Digne had
spent a few seasons at Everton with
great personal success. He has been
a consistent figure in the top five to
10 players in the league in terms of
accurate crosses per game and is a
leading figure in chances created for
the Toffees as well. However, as Everton’s form slumped this season under
Rafa Benitez, manager and player
had a monumental fallout, leading
to Digne’s departure. Villa was first
on the scene, signing the 28-year-old
Frenchman up on a permanent deal
for a 25-million-pound fee. Given
he would have gone for 40 - 50 million a year or two ago and is still in
his prime years, this is a spectacular
signing by the Villains. They look
to be capable of doing some damage in the second half of this season.

Lucas Digne to Aston Villa, 25
million pounds
Villa has some windows, as

has gone 5-1 in the promotion thus
far. The fighter formerly belonged
to Tiger Muay Thai, one of the best
muay Thai gyms in the world and developed world class striking that has
lit up the rankings of the lightweight
division. Rafael has since moved to
Sanford MMA to make his fight game
more well-rounded, but his striking
heavy background shines through in
all his fights when he lights up his
opponents with lightning-fast hooks
and kicks which seem to land with
impunity. His slick footwork, lethal
striking, and incredible chin make
him a sight to see in the stand-up
department. Rafael is also a sparring
partner to the former, now interim,
bantamweight champion Petr Yan,
who is himself a world class striker.
On a five-fight win streak after an astounding performance against Brad
Riddell, which ended in a spinning
wheel kick KO (which you should
definitely go watch), Rafael is set to
face two-division contender and UFC
veteran Rafael Dos Anjos on February 19th. A victory over Dos Anjos
would put Fiziev closer to the top 5

team-high five assists. G Maggie Culver maximized her 25 minutes, contributing 16 points and ripping eight
rebounds. This writer suggests you
mind your nose if challenging Culver
for a ball, as you’re likely to be spurting blood and laid out flat on your
back in short order, should you not
heed the advice. Woman-to-woman
and squad-to-squad, Lawrence was
self-evidently superior.
All of this is not to say Lake Forest was devoid of playmakers. The
Foresters had skillful players at the
top of their roster. C Annie Lally, G
Katie Neher, and G Maurissa Edwards
were interminable dangers to the Lawrence lead. Lally rumbled with Kenya
in the paint the night through, occasionally winning repeated rebounds.
Neher was a slippery and sharp threat
from the wings, forcing Lawrence to
play arduous, confrontational defense
to put Neher off her shot. A brilliant
point guard who scored a team-high
See page 10

better come the end of the season.

Chris Wood to Newcastle, 25
million pounds
I am a little more skeptical of

this move. The New Zealander has
been a consistent goal threat for former club Burnley for years now, regularly hitting 10 plus league goals to
keep the club in the Premier League.
But he has only three goals this season so far and is now in his 30s.
Newcastle desperately needs goals,
yes, but it feels as if there were better options available. This signing is
a safe bet: Wood will most likely get
five to 10 goals in the second half
of the season, as he tends to come
on strong after the winter period. I
believe at one-point last spring, he
scored eight points in eight league
games. He is also a very technical finisher. But Newcastle does not create
many chances, and Wood is not one
to make his own goals by any means,
so his return may suffer. He is also
not a particularly long-term option at
30 years old and has reached his ceiling; the chances he ever hits 20 plus
league goals in a season are minute
at best. This is a C+ signing at best,
but if it keeps Newcastle from going
down, then it will surely look much

of the talent stacked lightweight division, meaning many good things for
him and fight fans.
Fights to watch: Fiziev vs
Bobby Green and Fiziev vs Brad
Riddell
Next up on this list is Adrian
Yanez, a Texas native who sits unranked in the bantamweight division. After winning a UFC contract
on Dana White’s Contender Series,
Yanez has gone undefeated in his 4
fights in the UFC and has shown a lot
of potential to crack into the rankings
of a wildly talented division with a
few more fights under his belt. Yanez
possesses very slick, technical striking all around. He has a great boxing
base which allows him to establish
good distance and rhythm behind a
sharp jab and no-nonsense footwork
as well as hands that can put most
people on the canvas if they slip up.
Coupled with his crisp boxing are his
sharp leg kicks and always dangerous head kicks that take a backseat to
his lethal hands. He currently has no
fight scheduled in 2022, but the year
is long as you can be sure to find him

in the prelims or undercard soon.
Fights to watch: Yanez vs
Davey Grant and Yanez vs Randy Costa
Next up is Alexa Grasso, a Mexican native fighting in the women’s
flyweight division. She made her debut in 2016 as a strawweight which
saw her record start 2-3 in the UFC,
but a move up in weight to flyweight,
after missing weight in a then cancelled fight, has seen her record go
4-3 earning two victories at a new
weight. Grasso possesses clean and
aggressive boxing that manages to
weave combinations and kicks seamlessly. She is always closing the distance to land flurries of hands and
not smothering her opposition, rarely
letting them go without punishment.
Anyone watching her fight would
think she was in a boxing match with
the way she displays world class head
movement, footwork, and punches
that would look at home in any boxing ring (until she kicks someone in
the leg). Whether she will maintain
her form at her new weight will be put
to the test next month as she will face

Joanne Wood on March 26th. There
is still a lot of time for Grasso as she is
only 28 and has a lot of room to grow,
especially with the amazing talent
that she possesses with her striking.
Fights to watch: Grasso vs
Maycee Barber and Grasso vs
Heather Jo Clark
Last on the list is British mixed
martial artist, Tom Aspinall. Aspinall sits at #10 of the heavyweight
rankings at just age 28. He holds a
black belt in Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, yet
you would not notice it as most of
his wins have come from knockouts.
The heavyweight boasts an incredible
grappling background in both wrestling and BJJ. Yet he finds a lot of
success on his feet stemming from his
blistering speed at his weight along
with his versatility in the striking. The
excitement around Aspinall is similar
to the excitement surrounding former interim champion Ciryl Gane,
and that being the technicality on display at such a heavy weight. Aspinall
is able to transition from threatening
take downs to slipping and landing

Fighters to watch out for in 2022

Krzysttof Piatek to Fiorentina,
loan
I’m now branching off to look at
the continent instead of simply the
Premier League to examine Piatek’s
loan move back to the Italian Serie
A after a season and a half away. Piatek originally came to prominence
in Genoa, where he scored 13 goals in
19 matches in half a season. He has
struggled since, however, as the goals
dried up at AC Milan and then never
returned to Hertha Berlin. Now back
in Italy, this may be Piatek’s last shot
with a big-name club if he is to stay
at the top level of European football.
But the signs are good to begin his career in Florence, as he scored on debut in the Italian Cup this past week.
Fiorentina is a good destination for
him as well. They are still involved in
multiple competitions, and star man
Dusan Vlahovic needs a backup so he
isn’t run into the ground playing every match. Further, La Viola plays a
See page 10

See page 10
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Goosepimples

Life Lyrics

By Madeleine Corum

Song of the Week: “Oblivion”
by Grimes
Content Warning: This
week’s piece is broadly about
trauma.
Last week, I got chills in my
art history class.
I don’t have a lot of patience
for
American
propaganda
through the heroism of “great”
white men. Based on the readings for Tuesday’s class, this was
exactly what Jackson Pollock
was made out to be. Regardless
of his personal intentions, his
image and his art were used for
the much bigger external goal
of creating an American hero.
He embodied the classic image:
dark, brooding, mysterious and
a man of few words. Critics
described him flinging paint onto
the canvas in fits of rage-- violent
and aggressive. He was exactly
the kind of anti-establishment
hero that your everyday white
man wants to look up to. At least,
that’s how it seemed.
I never walk about after
dark, it’s my point of view.
My dad first played me
Grimes when I was a kid. Maybe
he thought it was playful, funky
and fun enough that someone
young would be able to enjoy it
even if I couldn’t understand it. It
was his way of making sure I had
a proper music education and
didn’t just listen to pop music.
And I do have fond, fuzzy memories of dancing and throwing my
hair back and forth to “Oblivion”
in my childhood bedroom. I’m
not sure if he knew, at the time,
what she was writing about.
When I found out years
later, I was shocked. I won’t get
into it here, but if you’re curious,
before you go and research it on

your own, I want to put another
trigger warning here: it isn’t light
stuff. The surface level “vibes” of
the song are so light and pop-y
that you hardly read into the lyrics, if you understand her enunciation at all. It’s a clever way
to write a song about trauma.
The feeling is there, undergirding everything like a bassline
that touches your bones even
if it doesn’t reach your mind.
The minute you start to prod at
it, however, something deeper
begins to surface.
Coming up behind you,
always coming and you’d never
have a clue.
In class, I couldn’t understand this emphasis on anger
and violence in Pollock’s work.
Perhaps it was my upbringing, but anger is such a difficult emotion for me to get a
hold of. I understand the need
to let out negativity. As someone who writes a weekly column about goosebumps, I am
no stranger to the idea of catharsis. But I couldn’t get on board
with this hyper-masculine fixation on anger and violence as
heroic. How is that productive?
Shouldn’t we be looking for a
hero who encourages young men
and boys to express their emotions in other ways?
The deeper we prodded at it
in our discussion, we started to
approach the context of Pollock’s
work. He was making art in
the ‘50s, after World War II.
Someone in the class said, well,
you have to brand it as heroism
so it can’t be interpreted as anything else. And then it clicked.
We as a country were traumatized. We uplifted the violence of
Pollock’s paintings as justifica-

tion for the violence of war, as
a way of coping with things we
couldn’t believe we had done.
It’s hard to understand,
‘Cause when you’re running by
yourself it’s hard to find someone to hold your hand.
My professor got quiet when
I said this. She walked across
the classroom and said we are
traumatized, now, living through
a global pandemic. And it hit so
close to home.
I may not agree with this
idea of coping with trauma
through continued manifestations of violence, even if the
violence of body-painting is less
dangerous than the violence of
war. Maybe not everyone understands the things Grimes is writing about in her songs. But I
know that we are all coping with
different traumas in a lot of different ways. Grimes and Pollock
both made art. A lot of my generation, our generation, is coping through the internet. Making
memes about memes about
memes about a pandemic that
doesn’t fail to reach every corner
of our lives. That’s how we separate ourselves, remove ourselves
from the fact that this, our whole
reality right now, is traumatic.
But if we lived with that reality
every day, it’d be unbearable.
Today, I’m coping by writing and talking about trauma in
my classes. Today, I hope you
find something cathartic to do,
something to let that breath out
that you’ve been holding, to lift
that weight from your shoulders.
Keep your chin above water, and
I’ll see you, here, the next time
you have a dark night.

By Grace Reyes

Edgar & Poe

By Isabella Thompson
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Weekly Crossword
By Kelly Foy

Answers to last week’s crossword:

Faërie

By Therese McCoy
Again, I would like to credit the
Greek legacy with this classic fable,
the story being traditionally attributed to the talents of Aesop.
The sun was streaming in long
yellow shafts through the trees,
catching the pollen floating in the
air so that it sparkled. The Hare’s
fluttering eyes drank in the scenery
and clung to the euphoric glow cast
by the combination of late afternoon sun and late afternoon naps.
Finally, he could no longer keep the
world out of focus and came to the
disgruntling recognition that he was
just perfectly positioned in the niche
of a tree so that a knotted root could
embed itself directly in the center
of his back. After rubbing the sleep
out of his eyes, he sat blankly for a

saw the twinkle in the Tortoise’s eye
as he made this ludicrous proposal
but agreed to it nonetheless for it
would be an amusing escapade.
So, it was that the powerful
Hare had found himself at the starting point of a race with a withered old Tortoise. At the sound of
the starting signal, the Hare began
inching forward right behind the
Tortoise, mocking his steady gait
and making the onlookers laugh
heartily. After a few moments of
this heckling, he suddenly bounded
over the Tortoise and darted ahead
on the path, twitting loudly as he
faded from view, “I’ll drop by the finish line next week to see if you make
it!” Finding an appealing hollow in a
tree further up the path, he decided

few moments until he could remember the reason for this painful position; then, he dragged himself up,
stretched out, and placidly trotted
on down the road.
As a deserted finish line entered
into view, this placidity went through
the stages of heart-thumping dread
to sickening despair to insufferable
humiliation faster than the light
disappears in the moment between
twilight and dusk. So, this was the
consequence of his agreement to
race with a stubby-legged Tortoise.
The Tortoise’s initial suggestion of
the race had been instigated by the
Hare’s puerile ridicule of him. He

he would wait there for the Tortoise
to pass and then make a dramatic
scene at the finish line. However, the
Hare did not possess the endurance
to resist the onslaught of slumbers
that approached and swiftly lost the
opportunity to fulfill this plot. The
Tortoise continued to trudge along
diligently, though, despite the jeers
of the heedless Hare and calloused
crowd. As he passed the slumbering rabbit, he just smiled wryly and
shook his head, “Someday before
I’m dead, I’ll run into an intelligent
Hare, and this situation won’t end
the same way every time!”

Dragons

By Mara Logan
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Lucian Baxter

The Great Midwest Trivia Contest:
Lawrence’s most chaotic tradition

Features Editor

_________________________________

The 57th annual Great Midwest Trivia Contest just wrapped
up last Sunday night (technically Monday morning) at 1 a.m.,
leaving many Lawrentians over-caffeinated, sleep-deprived or
maybe just wondering — what is Trivia? This Lawrence tradition
has been around since the 1960s and now has the distinction of
being the world’s longest running trivia contest. The oldest team
who played this year, Fluffy Bunnies, have been playing since
the 1970s when they were students at Lawrence. Another team,
Hobgoblins, now runs out of Massachusetts and has existed for at
least three decades.
Run by a stalwart crew of campus-based Trivia Masters
(TMs), Trivia has spread its influence across the globe. TM
Mikayla Frank-Martin shared that this year, there were Trivia
players as far away as Australia, and she even spoke with one
player in Singapore. While many off-campus Trivia players are
Lawrence grads, many others are not and were adopted into the
tradition by their Lawrentian friends.
Until the pandemic forced Trivia to go virtual, the contest ran
out of WLFM studio and was broadcast over the student radio station, exactly as it had run since the dawn of Trivia. Players would
listen to the radio for Trivia questions and call in their answers
to a Trivia phone line. The contest now streams over Twitch, and
players can choose to call their answers in to a real live phone or
use Trivia Discord channels.
The new arrangement has several benefits: for one, the
contest is more accessible because now players can see questions
written out, and the questions are also preserved in a Discord
chat. Another benefit, according to TM Mikayla, is that TMs get to
talk to players directly and get to know them. She reflected, “It’s
really great for the people who play Trivia too because they can
actually see who we are. It creates a stronger virtual community,
and it just makes it more fun as well.” The nature of the contest
hasn’t changed, TM Mikayla emphasized, just because it’s no lon-

ger headquartered at the radio station.
Trivia Masters began writing Trivia questions during Fall

with 1,825 points.
In keeping with the chaotic nature of Trivia, Team 1’s prize

Term and met regularly to playtest and edit each other’s questions
to make sure there aren’t any mistakes or the answers aren’t too
easy to find. Each TM needed to write 35 questions to ensure the
contest runs, as it consists of 450 total questions. These questions
tend to lead players to stupid, funny, weird answers in deep dark
places like Reddit and YouTube comments sections.
During the beginning of Winter Term, the focus shifted to
taking photos for promotional posters, training on how to answer
phones during the contest and how to stream as well as going
over other roles, such as score-keeping. TMs also met to work
on garudas — not to be confused with the flying golden birds of
Buddhist and Hindu mythology — which are the hardest questions
of the contest.
Garudas are nearly impossible to find answers to via the
Internet and are intentionally written to throw players off the
right track, so they’re worth more points; a standard Trivia question is worth five points, but the last garuda is worth 100 points.
This year, the final garuda was about Assistant Professor of Music
Ann Ellsworth’s summer cabin; there’s some graffiti on the wall of
the cabin that says, “happy birthday dad,” and that phrase was the
answer to the garuda (if you, like me, have been seeing that phrase
on Instagram and wondering what it meant, mystery solved!) In
last year’s contest, one team got lucky and guessed the last garuda,
and ended up winning the contest. This year, though, none of the
teams managed to answer a garuda.
The winning team, officially known as Appletonian Choral
Dark Arts (ACDA) and unofficially dubbed Team 1, didn’t need
garuda points to win. Team member Lily Nittler, a sophomore
vocal performance major, shared that Team 1 holed up in a common area in Hiett and had at least one person awake and working
on Trivia at all times. Some volunteered to stay up overnight, tagging out to sleep when they needed to, and team members brought
each other food or ordered DoorDash to their home base in Hiett.
Their strategy and discipline paid off, seeing them end the contest

for winning the contest was, in Nittler’s words, “one of those animals that grows in the water, but this one is one that has to stay in
water or it’ll shrink back to its original size, and it was in a broken
mini Gatorade bottle with tape on top.” She described a few of the
other prizes: a broken car headlight, some of TM Willow Higgins’
hair and a gold deflated balloon.
This wild Trivia experience was Nittler’s first; she recalls
not knowing much about the contest last year and thinking along
the lines of “Oh, I don’t know anything. Why would I do Trivia?”
It wasn’t until she saw her friends’ excitement about Trivia in
the weeks leading up to the contest that she decided to take the
plunge. She reminisced, “It made me more excited because they
were excited. I just wanted to see them have fun too.” It also
helped to learn that the contest is really an internet scavenger
hunt, rather than a knowledge-memorizing competition.
According to Nittler, Team 1 got its nickname because they
were the first to sign up for Trivia (despite their official moniker, they are not affiliated with the American Choral Directors
Association). Nittler knew many of her teammates through the
Con, but others she hadn’t met yet. The randomness of the team’s
origins, and their mutual devotion to the arguably silly pursuit of
Trivia, were some of the best parts of Trivia for her.
TM Mikayla echoed this sentiment, sharing, “I really love
talking about Trivia because it’s just so weird, but, also, it’s my
favorite thing I do at Lawrence, you know? It just makes me really
happy to be a part of that kind of community where there’s people
that align so much with who I am.” She is planning to return as
a TM next year, for her fourth year in the role and her fifth year
participating in Trivia at Lawrence.
TM auditions will likely occur in Spring or Fall Term, so if
you’re interested in joining the collective of goofy, creative students with thinly-veiled gremlin energy and helping to keep one
of Lawrence’s quirkiest traditions alive, consider trying out to be a
TM! You might just find your people.

Photo Feature: A look into the past,
Great Midwest Trivia Competition

Great Midwest Trivia Competition photos from the 1980s.
Photos provided by Lawrence University Archives.
ABOVE: ARC2007-015, TOP RIGHT: ARC2008-06, BOTTOM RIGHT: ARC2008-05
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College Ave Rewind(s):
Where to eat
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Olivia Zimberoff
Columnist

_____________________________

Mikayla Henry
Columnist

_____________________________

Midterms are approaching faster
than you can say “The Great Midwest
Trivia Contest,” leaving students
spending days on extensive projects
and working in the library until the
doors close with the hope of calling
on some academic spirit to help them
pass. But, along with the stress of
exams comes the joy of reading period, a time where students can relax
and study, take trips and, as the name
suggests, read! This week I plan on
sharing some of my current favorite
reads, in the hopes that you’ll be able
to maybe snag a copy to enjoy during
reading period.
The first title I want to mention
is The House in the Cerulean Sea
by TJ Klune, a fantasy “BookTok”
favorite. The story follows Linus, a
caseworker, who makes sure that
the orphanages housing the country’s magical youth are up to par.
Suddenly he is summoned to a new
orphanage on a secluded island for
a month, which is home to six dangerous kids, including the Antichrist
and a were-Pomeranian, just to name
a few. As the days trickle by, more
and more secrets of the island and
its inhabitants are revealed, leaving
Linus unsure of what choice he should
make – destroy this hodgepodge of a
family, or watch the world fall apart
at their hands? This is a beautiful
story, filled with LGBTQ+ romance
and found-family dynamics, and is
guaranteed to make you tear up at
the very least. I have been in a reading slump for months, which is not
quite what you want to hear from the
author of a column about books, but
this book helped to reignite my passion for reading. I haven’t stayed up
to finish a book in ages, yet I found
myself up till one in the morning
one night finishing it, and even went

back to re-read some of my favorite
parts. I was overjoyed and absolutely
crushed when I finished it, and I cannot fully express the euphoria you
feel when you read a book that moving, though I hope you all can find a
book that makes you feel the same
way. This book is perfect if you want
a lighthearted read reminiscent of
Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar
Children and want a book that feels
like a hug. Believe me when I say this
is one of the few “BookTok” titles that
are worth the hype.
The other title I want to mention this week is Ariadne by Jennifer
Saint. It’s a Greek mythological retelling, so of course I was obligated to
pick it up. This retelling focuses on
the myth of Ariadne, the Princess of
Crete who helped the famous hero,
Theseus, defeat her monstrous brother – the Minotaur. We watch her grow
up and fall for the hero who promises
to rescue her from her cursed family
and give her the happy ending every
girl dreams of, only to be abandoned
on an island with a powerful god.
Readers witness Ariadne blossom
from her grief and become a powerful
figure on the island, creating her own
paradise. A common theme in today’s
Greek retellings is to give a voice and
dimension to characters who seem
rather minor in the original myths
at first glance, and that is exactly
what Saint manages to pull off with
this book. To be honest, it’s not my
favorite Greek mythological retelling,
though it’s still a good one. If you love
Greek mythology and are interested
in seeing the classic myths from new
perspectives, you genuinely cannot go
wrong with Ariadne.
That is all for this week’s recommendations! If you have midterms
approaching, I wish you the best of
luck, as well as some relaxing reading time.
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Food might be one of the greatest inventions of all time. I am sure
the day someone put a piece of food
between two slices of bread and suggested it should be named a sandwich was a fantastic day. Food brings
people together. Food makes people
happy. And food, other than it being
a necessity, can be delicious. Well,
maybe most of the time. My freshman year here at LU, I struggled to
find new food to eat that wasn’t compromised to picking up a giant ladle
and dropping something mysteriouslooking onto my plate. Flash-forward
to fall term of this school year when I
hit the ground running and hungry.
Within the first week of school, I had
ventured off campus to discover the
Appleton dining or takeout options I
could find. Now, in the middle of winter term, I find the time at least once
a week to pop over to these spots for
a yummy meal that also provides an
opportunity to go for a walk and take a
break from being on campus. Without
further ado, here are my current faves.
The Green Gecko Grocer and
Deli. Located just a block and a half

from campus, this College Avenue
spot is not one you want to miss.
Green Gecko is the closest thing to a

Now I am not a coffee drinker,
but I do have a strong passion for coffee shops. With the vibe, the smells

grocery store within walking distance
of campus. With items from peanut
butter to frozen lasagna, this place
has it all. For us college students, they
offer plenty of ramen, bags of chips
and fun bakery items. I often go there
on a Saturday afternoon or as an alternative to a Commons dinner for a cup
of their homemade soup and a sandwich. Their delicious soup selection
often changes, but my go-to sandwich
is grilled cheese. Make sure to show
your student ID and get a discount on
your purchase!
My favorite cuisine is Asian
food. From sushi to Pad Thai and
from dumplings to pho, I love it all. I
have tried a couple of places around
Appleton, sampling the egg rolls and
crab rangoons at the local farmers’
market, and one place stands out
among the rest. As an Asian fusion
spot that offers many varieties of classic dishes like ramen, pad see ew and
kimchi fried rice, this place is awesome. With delicious appetizers and
humongous portions of steaming rice,
soup and noodles, Bowl 91 is the spot
to go to.

and the aesthetic, coffee shops are
one of the best places to work on that
final paper, meet up with a friend or
grab a drink and bite to eat on-thego. Located on the other side of the
river, Tempest Coffee Collective is a
great-looking spot connected to a long
stretch of residential buildings directly on the river. For you coffee drinkers, they serve the Pacific Northwest’s
infamous Olympia Coffee. They have
plenty of seating that also includes
outdoor seating in the warm months.
And when it gets a bit chilly out, you
can get cozy in one of their big, comfy
chairs. Tempest offers a wide assortment of drinks, breakfast and lunch
items and plenty of baked goods.
We have to take advantage of
these above-freezing days when they
can trick you into thinking that spring
is around the corner. Now is the perfect time to get out and walk around,
enjoying the sunshine and fresh air
before it snows again or starts to rain.
And hey, maybe you’ll walk to one of
these places, too. Happy exploring!

Sarah Navy ‘22 and Colleen Bur ‘22.
Each shared their unique perspective
about not only what music means to
them, but how Lawrence has allowed
them to shape and find identity in
their voices.
The video utilizes both spoken
and sung voiceovers to display the
talent and emotion each person carries through vocal performance. The
video is truly something that needs to
be seen rather than summarized, but
perhaps one of the moments the video
shines most comes with the unique
use of visuals in Holly Beemer’s segment. Beemer is found atop a large
blank white canvas, using her hands
to slowly mix a combination of red,
yellow and blue paint into one large,
swelled together color surrounding
her. This takes place all while she
sings “When You’re Not Afraid of the
Sun,” and in addition describes the

confidence music has brought her in
her time at Lawrence. The visual isn’t
explicitly explained, yet I dare say it
is effective in whatever it is saying,
as it catches attention and is visually
appealing by many symbolic stances.
The rest of the video’s techniques
serve similar purposes with a similar
structure, emotionally grounded and
visually stunning.
Of all of Lawrence’s social media
outlets, its YouTube channel by far
goes the most undetected. This is
unfortunate, as there are many great
promotional and entertaining videos
such as Austin’s that explore people
and talent at Lawrence, as well as
some of its most significant history.
Please go view Austin’s video if you
haven’t, and be on the lookout for
future videos displaying the Lawrence
experience!

Sharing your voice: Lawrence
University’s vocal talents

Taylor Yakey-Hughes
Staff Writer

_____________________________

Lawrence’s Conservatory is a
place where skills are refined and
new voices and talents are discovered. Wishing to share this sacred
experience and promote new talent,
Lawrence alum Emily Austin returned
to campus this year, a camera in hand,
and used her connections with current
Lawrence students to film a promotional video for the vocal talent at
Lawrence. This video highlights the
unique vision of individual students
at Lawrence, utilizing strength and
voiceovers to bring the Conservatory
to life through the screen.
Students highlighted in the
video include the vocal talents of
Casey Kollman ‘23, Preston Parker
‘23, Holly Beemer ‘23, Samuel Schuler
‘25, Elena Crino ‘24, Kate Stenson ‘24,

Watch Find Your
Voice at Lawrence
by following the
QR code:

Holly Beemer (‘23) performs “When You’re Not Afraid of the Sun” while making art in alum Emily Austin’s Youtube video for Lawrence
University.
Photo by Jamie Dong.
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Student Recital:
Tyler Nanstad

Lauren Woodzicka
Staff Writer

____________________________

Tyler Nanstad performed his
senior recital on Saturday, January 29,
joined by fellow fourth-years Alison
Gauvreau and Melanie Shefchik,
as well as the percussion ensemble
Kinkaviwo. The program consisted of
four songs, all with varying styles.
Nanstad’s first piece was a duet
with Gauvreau on flute. They played
Cafe 1930, the second movement of
Histoire de Tango by Astor Piazzola.
During his recital, Nanstad stated that
“Piazzola was going through various
time periods of tango in this work,
and this one was specifically where
it was finding itself in less of a dance
environment and more as like a style
of art music, which is why it’s so slow.”
The piece was a peaceful introduction
for the recital, and Nanstad stated he
chose the piece partly in order to create variety for the program in terms of
mood and intensity.
The second piece, Northern
Lights, by Eric Ewazen, was chosen
about two years ago by Nanstad as a
result of looking up popular marimba
repertoire. “I kind of worked on it off
and on for awhile [. . .] but didn’t really start working on it in earnest until
a year ago,” he said. The song, meant
to evoke the Northern Lights, “is like a
lot of marimba rep” with a chorale and
many sixteenth notes.
Nanstad’s longest piece incorporated Shefchik on saxophone. The
song, entitled Petrified Spaces by
James Romig, was “low intensity,”
according to Nanstad, and highly
meditative. The song was “very long
and very peaceful” and he invited the
audience to be reflective during the

listening experience. The piece included many long tones and he joked that,
“If you’re sitting there thinking ‘when
is he going to go on to a new scene,’
you’ve already lost.”
The final selection was Agbekor,
with dancers Mindara Krueger-Olson
and Aaron Montreal. The piece is a
war dance, with each dancer representing an army for the purposes of
the recital. The piece was performed
by many members of the West African
drumming and dancing ensemble
Kinkaviwo, which Nanstad is the student director. Over the summer, he
studied Ewe drumming with Nani
Agbeli, which enhanced his experience as a leader in the ensemble.
Nanstad met with Agbeli for threehour lessons over Zoom every day for
the month of July. He described this
experience as incredibly meaningful.
During the recital, Nanstad and the
ensemble performed and incorporated five variations of the eighteen that
he learned over the summer.
Nanstad described the experience of collaborating with close
friends as “super fun,” and said that
there’s a “point in the music making
process where we know each other
and how each other thinks so well”
which creates “cool moments nonverbally.” According to Nanstad, they
found “a rhythm together that was
really, really cool in terms of playing
into each other’s sound.” He described
the importance of being on the same
wavelength as collaborators, as well
as the joy in working with someone
comfortable to be around.
Nanstad’s recital is available
to watch on Lawrence University’s
livestream page.
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Tyler Nanstad performed his senior recital this past Saturday in Lawrence University’s Harper Hall.
Photos by Alana Melvin.

Movies, Movies,
Movies
Levi Homman
Staff Writer

_____________________________

Spider-Man: No Way Home,
directed by Jon Watts — 2.5/5 Stars
In the current climate of actionoriented comic book movies, it is
common practice for movies to be
viewed as collective experiences of
fun. Die hard fans fend of spoilers of
the newest releases, and many attend
opening weekend screenings for the
sake of having an unadulterated,
uninfluenced participation in the theater going experience. These movies
have also been catered to fan expectations and hopes, with characters from
the source material making brief,
blink-and-you’ll-miss-it appearances,
and sequel-teasing post-credit scenes
accompanying virtually every single
release. In the controversial, oftenreferenced words of Martin Scorsese,
these movies have become theme
park rides, geared to entertain and
satisfy rather than to innovate. This
isn’t an inherently negative trend,
but it becomes an issue when it is so
monstrously prevalent in the industry, altering the wants and demands
of movie studios for directors and
pushing other films out of theaters
for the sake of private profit. Herein
lies the inevitably complicated legacy of Spider-Man: No Way Home.
This latest installment in the Marvel
cinematic universe (or MCU) draws
heavily from past Spider-Man films
and builds on audiences’ understanding of the stories that precede it,
perhaps more than any other film of
its nature. These elements make No
Way Home undeniably fun, but also
expose a bleak, unimaginative underbelly that the MCU and, increasingly,
Hollywood filmmaking as a whole

share. This review contains spoilers.
No Way Home picks up right
where Far From Home left off, with
Jake Gyllenhaal’s Mysterio revealing Spider-Man’s alter ego, Peter
Parker (played by Tom Holland), to
the world. This, of course, throws a
wrench into Peter’s daily life, limiting his privacy and the privacy of
those around him. When his superhero identity prevents him and his
close friends from getting into their
dream college, Peter seeks the help of
Doctor Strange (played by Benedict
Cumberbatch). Together, the two
devise a plan to cast a spell on the
entire world’s population that would
eliminate all memories of SpiderMan’s true identity. Things go wrong,
though, when Peter tries to make
some tweaks to the spell during its
intricate casting, wanting to make
exceptions for his friends and family.
These attempted changes, inexplicably, break open the multiverse, and
instead start to draw in people who
know Peter’s identity from alternate
universes. None of this makes much
sense, but all plot contrivances are
forgiven when familiar faces from
past franchises start to arrive, like
Willem Dafoe as Green Goblin from
2002’s Spider-Man and Jamie Foxx’s
Electro from The Amazing SpiderMan 2. The truly exciting moments,
of course, come when the audience
is re-introduced to Andrew Garfield
and Tobey Maguire, the two other
Spider-Men themselves, and the
three versions of the character team
up to take down an entire entourage
of their past adversaries.
This is all thrilling in the
moment, especially for long-time
fans and for fans of several generations, but a quick peek under the

surface reveals very little substance.
The film’s humor, like much of the
Marvel canon, is chuckle-worthy at
best and numbingly cringe-inducing
at worst. The cast does their best with
the limited script; Holland’s Peter
Parker is a believably bewildered
but heroic teenager and is supported
adequately. Dafoe shines in his return
as Green Goblin, as does Garfield,
who brings some much-needed genuine laughs. The action sequences
are composed of rubbery, flatly lit
CGI doubles that look startlingly ugly
when compared to the look and feel of
Sam Raimi’s dynamic, practical fight
scenes in the Spider-Man films of
the early 2000s. While the multitude
of characters is integrated surprisingly well, it leaves little room for any
emotional development or downtime
between constant plot progression.
It’s very revealing that one of the few
genuine attempts at an emotional
beat is a cheap-feeling imitation, with
Marisa Tomei as Peter’s Aunt May
being clumsily given the task of delivering the now iconic line: “With great
power comes great responsibility.”
While the film’s ending does, surprisingly, seem to show some real consequences for the characters’ actions
-- unlike past MCU outings -- No
Way Home has little to offer outside
of its allusion and borrowing from the
works that led up to it.
While it gives audiences a fun
nostalgic trip, Spider-Man: No Way
Home is, unfortunately, an ugly product of the corporate model of repackaging and re-selling nostalgia until
it loses its soul. It’s worth watching
once, but those looking for craft and
rewatch value are better off returning
to Raimi’s trilogy or Into the SpiderVerse.
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Evan Ney

The case for a perpetual stew in the Andrew Commons

Op-Ed Editor
________________________
I know what you’re thinking, and
you’re right. There are a million reasons why this is a truly terrible idea.
But just for a moment, sit back and
indulge that little voice you may hear
in the back of your head as it softly
whispers, “but what if?” and allow me
to make the case for a perpetual stew
at Lawrence University.
The concept of perpetual stew is
largely linked to medieval times (albeit, likely mistakenly) as a constantly
boiling broth into which chefs throw
any ingredients they have on hand.
The idea is that maintaining boiling
temperatures in the stew prevents any
bacteria from being able to grow, so
it’s always safe to eat. There are also
other real advantages to this manner

A wrap up of the...

continued from page 3
very attractive style of soccer, which
creates plenty of chances for a penalty box poacher like Piatek to score
goals. He will get enough minutes to
make an impact and have plenty of
chances to score and build his confidence. Watch this move as a sleeper
for the best signing of the January
Transfer Window.
Read again in two weeks’ time
for a final update after the window
ends to see what other big names find
themselves playing at new clubs come
February.

of cooking. For one, it would enormously decrease the waste created
by the kitchens, as any good meat,
vegetables, or broth could be added
to the stew instead of going to waste.
Reducing waste is already a major
priority for Bon Appetit, and while
they currently employ what their website describes as “snout-to-tail and
stem-to-root cooking techniques” and
make a point to buy produce that
lacks the cosmetic appeal we’ve grown
accustomed to in an age dominated
by GMOs, they could take a step further by truly using every part of their
ingredients in the stew. Things like
the ends of green onions and fatty
sections of beef or chicken that many
chefs simply throw away as unusable
tend to sort of melt into the stew,
contributing their delicious flavor
into the broth while working around
their would-be unpleasant texture or

appearances.
Furthermore, any chef who’s
made a soup, sauce or stew and let
it cook all day knows the benefits
that come with allowing all the flavors in a dish to mingle and bring
out the best in each other. Letting it
cook all day and all night surely only
heightens this effect to a degree rarely
experienced by any diner. The stew
might shift with the seasons, with the
Commons’ seasonal cuisines informing the softer notes of the stew’s flavor, but another real advantage to the
stew is that it would offer true consistency in the dining hall. True, the
Commons already has offerings that
remain the same every day, but things
like pizza may come with different
toppings each day, and things like
chicken are inherently different with
each unique filet, while the stew will
always provide the same rich flavor

and dining experience. Another challenge inherent to buffet-style dining
is keeping food as hot as if it were just
brought to your table at a restaurant
throughout the entirety of a threehour-long dinner shift; but because
the stew constantly boils, Lawrentians
can descend the Warch stairs each day
knowing that at the bottom, a piping
hot, delicious, complete meal option
is there for them.
That said, I will admit that there
are some potential issues with this
proposal. For one, it may be difficult for such a stew to accommodate
Lawrentians with dietary restrictions;
balancing the reduction of all kinds
of would-be waste with meeting the
needs of students in search of vegan,
halal, etc. options is no small task. It
may also pose staffing issues, as someone may be required to watch the stew
as it boils all night. Additionally, it’s

Lake Forest whittled in women’s...
continued from page 3

21 points, Edwards was perfect from
the free-throw line, going 9 for 9. Unfortunately for Lake Forest, Lawrence
has depth at the 4, 5, and 6 positions
that it could not match.
There was a period in the third
that Lake Forest brought it within
eight with 03:54 remaining in the
quarter, but the Lawrence women
would not be denied a hardwon win.
The final score read 75-60. In a postgame interview, Coach Riley Woldt
stressed his squad’s strong defensive
effort. The statistics agreed, with the
Lady Vikings snatching 9 steals and
forcing 17 total turnovers. Lake For-

est shot a paltry 30.5% a full ten percentage points less than the Vikings’
40.7%.
The Vikings have the opportunity
to pillage Knox College Tuesday, Feb.
1, another matchup that historically
favors the foe. However, after getting
the better of Knox earlier this year in
Alexander Gymnasium, if this squad
can limit its turnovers and continue
their shooting percentage advantage
relative to their opponent, there is no
reason why the Vikings don’t sweep.
Board the longboats! May the revenge
tour continue.

COVID-19 policies raise concerns...

Fighters to look out for...

concerns about the current COVID-19
policies. The recording of the webinar
is posted on the Lawrence University
website COVID-19 News blog under
the tab Community Q&A webinars.
“The LPPT and its committees meet
at least once a week, and more often
of late, to ensure that our mitigation
efforts are appropriate for the current

combinations at will. There does not
seem to be an obvious weakness in
his game as he can hang with strikers and grapplers alike. He is able to
move on the feet like a middleweight
and is as technical as fighters at lightweight. It is no surprise that he trains
with and is able to stand toe to toe
with middleweight star Darren Till,
who is known for his amazing strik-

continued from page 2

situation and to adjust our efforts as
needed,” Scott said in an email. “We
have seen a decrease in positive rates
here on campus over the last three
weeks, which is a sign that our mitigation efforts, paired with our status as
a highly vaccinated campus, are working as planned.”

continued from page 3

ing and elusiveness. There is a world
of potential for Aspinall to crack into
the top 5 this year and put himself in
line for title contention soon. Aspinall
is set to face number 5 ranked heavyweight Alexander Volkov as the Fight
Night main event on March 19th.
Fights to watch: Aspinall vs Andrei Arlovski and Aspinall vs Sergey
Spivak

easy to imagine how such a quirky
dish might scare some students
regardless of dietary restrictions, and
the last thing most students want to
eat during the warmer times of year is
a warm, brothy soup.
But imagine; you walk into the
Commons on a freezing cold day, and
in the center of the room a roaring
flame crackles underneath a massive
cauldron, stirred by a student worker
with what looks like the oar of a small
boat. Lawrence makes national news
as “Perpetual Stew University,” and
the school cuts tuition in half because
of the profits made by packaging up
and selling portions of the stew across
the world to nostalgic alumni hoping
for one more taste of their formative
years. Could you look someone in
the eye and honestly tell them you
wouldn’t be even a bit curious about
how it would taste? I know I couldn’t.
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A note from the new editor

Evan Ney

Op-Ed Editor
__________________________
Dear reader,
As you may know, it’s hiring season here at The Lawrentian, so you
will likely be seeing some new faces
around the paper over the coming
weeks. One of them is here, as I’m
excited to introduce myself as the new
editor for the op-ed section. A bit of

background about me: I’m a junior
saxophone performance and English
major, and while I’ve never actually held a position with a newspaper
before, anyone who knows me knows
that I’m an avid writer and hardly
love anything more than a good discussion, a hot take or learning about
something important that I’d never
heard of before.
I’m excited to be taking over for
Miri, the outgoing op-ed editor, who

has left some hugely difficult shoes
to fill. That said, I’m excited for the
challenges and successes ahead. I’m
hoping to occasionally offer my own
voice, as you’ll see I’ve done later in
this edition, but mostly I want to elevate the voices of the talented writers
I work with, and voices in the greater
Lawrence community.
I see the op-ed section as a
vibrant community of thinkers and
writers coming together to share ideas

and arguments about a wide variety of
issues. One of the things I love about
Lawrence is that because students are
so involved in almost every aspect of
campus life and how the university is
run, nearly every student you talk to
has an interesting idea or opinion on
something. There’s a continual dialogue about how things could, do and
should work at Lawrence, and I’d like
for the op-ed section to be a place to
kickstart and enrich those discussions

in a thoughtful, respectful space.
To me, that means working with
the community, and I have a lot of
ways I envision doing that, so stay
tuned for ways to get involved. In
the meantime, if you have any ideas,
recommendations or feedback for me,
I encourage you to reach out; I’d love
to hear from you.
Happy reading!
- Evan

How we should — and aren’t — addressing the Homelessness Crisis
Nathan Wall

Staff Writer
__________________________
It’s no secret that homelessness
is a problem in the United States.
Turn on FOX News, and odds are
you’ll see videos of homeless encampments in major American cities. While
Tucker Carlson and Laura Ingraham
probably don’t have a lot of productive solutions to the problem, it is
absolutely true that homelessness is a
huge issue, with 550,000 people living on the streets, in cars and in parks
every night.
So, why is homelessness a
problem? Some like to blame homelessness on personal failures, labeling
the homeless as lazy drug addicts
who only have themselves to blame
for their condition. The reality is this:
homelessness is a policy failure. Many
of us talk about homelessness as a nuisance to our daily commute, instead
of a deep moral failure. Sometimes,
personal circumstances like domestic
abuse, addiction, illness and disability
lead to homelessness, and the fact that
abuse victims, drug addicts, the sick
and the disabled are left to live on the
streets is inhumane.
Sometimes, it’s for reasons other
than personal circumstances. There’s
a big problem with predatory landlords looking for reasons to evict tenants, refusing assistance funds that
would help tenants afford the rent,

because evictions are more profitable.
The cost of living is increasing, while
wages are stagnating. In Atlanta, for
example, a month’s rent in a one-bedroom apartment is $1,000, while the
minimum wage is $7.25. For someone
who works 40 hours per week, that’s
$1,242 in a 30-day month, meaning
after rent, you’d have less than $250
left over. And it’s not just Georgia; in
every state in the country, the minimum wage is not enough to cover the
cost of living for a family, even a family with two incomes. There’s only one
state, Arizona, where the minimum
wage can cover the cost of living for
just one adult. The fact is, the poorest
among us often work the hardest.
Even
though
housing affordability is an issue, many
Americans don’t want affordable
housing anywhere near them, due to
concerns that it might drive down
their property values. This is a racist,
classist and materialist concern rooted in the valuing of things and capital
over the rights of human beings to be
housed. Many will point to shelters as
a solution too, but it’s not an adequate
solution. Shelters often tightly restrict
the activities of the residents, or force
them to give up pets, or important
personal belongings. They’re often
inaccessible for elderly or disabled
people, or are not friendly for queer
people, who are disproportionately
homeless. Or they’re overcrowded,
which is a public health issue during

a global pandemic.
Many privileged Americans
assume that homeless people dislike
shelters because they enjoy being
homeless, instead of honestly investigating why the homeless don’t like
them. Seattle Mayor Bruce Harrell
even stated during the mayoral election that homeless people who refuse
the shelter system should face criminal consequences, and Seattle City
Attorney Ann Davison suggested during her City Council race that homeless people be forced into abandoned
warehouses.
Nobody wants to be homeless. It’s a hard life. On top of being
exposed to the elements and not having a place to call home, homeless
people deal with physical and psychological abuse from others. People
often walk past the homeless and
ignore them, too ashamed to acknowledge them. That is often considered
the worst part of being homeless by
those suffering. In addition to this,
they face sadistic abuse from citizens,
and even from authorities; there was
a publicized instance of a San Antonio
police officer feeding a homeless man
a dog shit sandwich as a “joke.”
Governments often make it
worse too, as many cities have criminalized the state of being homeless. In
Austin, Proposition B, passed on May
1, 2021, criminalized sitting, sleeping or camping in a public place. Los
Angeles, in October 2021, swept 54

encampments (sweeping is the practice of removing an encampment from
an area, which displaces the homeless temporarily but does not solve
anything and puts them at greater
risk of COVID-19), with only two City
Council members voting no. I will give
them credit here: Nithya Raman and
Mike Bonin. Boston has been one of
the worst cities on this. In 2019, the
Boston Police Department went viral
for taking the wheelchairs of disabled
homeless people and crushing them
in a garbage truck, and then arresting the people. And last November,
Boston Mayor Kim Janey tried to
sweep the encampments in the city.
Thankfully, Janey lost her seat to
now-mayor Michelle Wu.
City officials have turned to
criminalization and “solutions” like
bussing homeless people off to faraway places because they don’t want
to build affordable housing. One
begins to wonder if they care more
about appeasing their donors in the
real estate industry than protecting
the dignity of people. They push for
policies that make it harder to live in
cities, block wage increases and let
corporate developers drive up the cost
of housing, then blame and viciously
punish the people who are victims
of those policies. It’s an exceedingly
cruel catch-22, but the cruelty is the
point.
In order to address this
problem, two types of changes are

needed. The first is policy changes.
Housing needs to be a human right,
and more affordable, habitable homes
need to be built. While it is true that
there are more vacant houses than
homeless people, these houses are
often in a state of disrepair, are unaffordable or would require shipping
homeless people to faraway cities in
order to be housed. Single-familyonly zoning, also known as apartment
bans, are a major problem, as they are
not efficient for space and drive up
the cost of housing. Thankfully, states
like California and Washington have
ended apartment bans. Predatory
landlords also need to be cracked
down on, and there should be laws
requiring just cause to evict a tenant.
There are so many solutions beyond
criminalization and cruelty, but they
aren’t being explored.
On top of policy changes,
changes in the culture are required
too. We have to stop looking at
homeless people as a nuisance, and
instead see them as people who need
help. So many liberal and conservative Americans completely ignore
the homeless, because seeing them
is an uncomfortable reminder of how
messed up our society is. We need to
show compassion to all, because at the
end of the day, unless you are a part
of the ruling class, you’re far closer to
being homeless than being Jeff Bezos.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. The
Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions. For the full editorial policy and parameters for submitting articles, please refer to the masthead, which is located on the back of each edition.
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Which Sesame Street character are you?
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Help celebrate Lawrence’s 175th
birthday; Cookies and giveaways in
Warch on Friday, Feb. 4
“Elmo...I guess.”
— Malcolm Davis

“Abby Cadabby.”
— Karin Hannemann

Unedited Board

“I think I would be Telly Monster
because I too have a deep love for
triangles.”
— Sophie Galassini
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Celeste Reyes,
Variety Editor

Nora Murphy,
Web Manager

Ethan Wachendorf,
Managing Editor

“Grover, because even though his
life is a hot mess, he’s still trying his
best ;)”

“I have never watched Sesame Street,
but kids at the summer camp I used
to work bullied me by calling me
Oscar because apparently I was their
trash can for what they didn’t want to
eat, so I guess Oscar the Grouch.”

“I would be Elmo - not because I am
beloved but because I cannot count
and frequently argue with rocks.”

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

Lawrence is celebrating 175 years since its founding
in 1847. The year-long celebration kicked off on Founders Day
weekend. Next up for the campus community is a grab-and-go
event complete with sweet treats and giveaways. It’s set for
12:30 to 2 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 4 in the Main Floor Gallery on
the third floor of Warch Campus Center. It will include cookies
featuring the newly unveiled Lawrence 175 logo.
The first 50 students to arrive will receive either a winter cap or a campfire mug, both featuring the 175th logo, and all
students, faculty, and staff will be able to grab a 2022 Lawrence
wall calendar and a sticker featuring the logo. In addition, a wall
in the gallery space will be newly adorned with the 175th logo,
and Lawrentians will be invited to write birthday messages to be
featured on the wall.

Cookies with the 175 logo.
Photo provided by the Office of Communications.

